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elphia region, covered the fracking study.s In
th:le 2bady U: ews € World Repart published an article
ol:l he states most tened by oil and gas production,
which noted that “.more tha : .i]]ion people, including
i 7 million children, lfve within Zhalf-mile radjyg of

e oil and gas production facilities but dj
fot; ither the OSU or Yale studies.

Read here

Deadly Decade for Environmental Activists

Patrick Greenfield, “More Than 1,700 Environmental Activists Murdered in the Past
Decade— Report,” The Guardian, September 28, 2022.

Stuti Mishra, “Over 1,700 Environmental Activists Murdered in 10 Years, Investigation
Finds,” Independent, September 29, 2022.

Matt McGrath, “Over 1,700 Environment Activists Killed in Decade— Report,” BBC,
September 29, 2022.

Joseph Lee, “Every Two Days, a Land Defender Is Killed. Most Are Indigenous,” Grist,

September 30, 2022.

Matt Alderton, “NGO Reports ‘Deadly Decade’ for Environmental Defenders,” TreeHu-
gger, October 12, 2022. ;

Student Researcher: Annie Koruga (Ohlone College)
Faculty Evaluator: Robin Takahashi (Ohlone College)

Independent reporting in Fall 2022 revealed that, between
2012 and 2021, at least 1,733 environmental activists were
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killed—amounting, on average, to nearly one kﬂling

two days across ten years. This figure from the G‘;-Very
Witness study, Decade of Defiance, is “almost certa nlobal
underestimate” because “conflict, restrictions Bt
press and civil society, and lack of independey, m e
toring of attacks on defenders can lead to underreportio 1;
Global Witness asserted.* 8,

The killing of environmental activists hag been ¢,
centrated in the Global South, with 68 percent OCCurrin‘
in Latin America. Three-hundred-forty-two kill; i
occurred in Brazil, 322 in Colombia, 154 in Mexico
in Honduras, and eighty in Guatemala. Outside L,
America, the Philippines accounted for 270 killings
India accounted for seventy-nine.

Indigenous land defenders are diSPmPOI'tiOnately
impacted. The Guardian reported that 39 percent of those
killed were from Indigenous communities, despite that
group constituting only 5 percent of the global populatiq,,
In Brazil, about a third of those killed were Indigenoy
or Afro-descendants, and in the Philippines, that number
was about 40 percent. Additionally, 85 percent of the kil
ings in Brazil occurred in the Amazon rainforest.+

Grist’s report on the Global Witness study quoted
Dinamam Tuxi of the Articulation of Indigenous Peoples
of Brazil (APIB), Brazil’s largest coalition of Indigenous
groups: “There has been an increase in the amount of con-
flict—socio and environmental conflict—in our lands,”
Tuxd told Grist, “It’s destroying communities and it’s
destroying our forests.”

Although most of these killings cannot be traced to a spe-
cific cause, the Independent explained that a “big proportion
of these attacks” are associated with opposition to “mining
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oy nfrastructure, including large-scale agribusiness .a.nd
b ydroelﬁcmc darfls,' In ?ozx alone, twenty-seven killings

v linked to mining; thl.rteen to hydropower, five to agri-
business, four to roads and infrastructure, and four to logging.
In total, Global Witness documented two hundred killings
i1, 2021, down. slightly from the 227 verified the previous year.

Threats to environmental activists are not limited to
llings- Environmcnta} activists ?.lso face beatings, arbi-
trary ArTests and detention, strategic lawsuits against public
participation (SLAPPs) brought by companies, sexual vio-
lence, and surveillance. A separate April 2022 report from
the Business and Human Rights Resource Centre, as
rcporth by Grist, documented more than 3,800 attacks on
tuman rights defenders—including not only killings and
death threats but also beatings, arbitrary arrests and deten-
tion, and lawsuits—between January 2015 and March 2021
Grist noted that many of these human rights defenders
were “known in particular for defending their communities’
natural resources from mining, deforestation, water con-
tamination, and other threats.”

Those who kill, injure, detain, or harass environmental
activists often do so with impunity, due to insufficient
or nonexistent criminal- investigations, corruption, and
intimidation. Nevertheless, the BBC reported that in
Honduras a former energy executive was sentenced to
twenty-two years in prison for the 2016 murder of activist
Berta Ciceres. In 2021, the Escazi Agreement—the first
human rights and environmental treaty in Latin America
and the Caribbean—also went into effect. Mexico has rat-
ified the agreement, but Brazil and Colombia have not.

In September 2022, the New York Times published
an article by Oscar Lopez, reporting how Mexico was
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deemed the deadliest country for environmenty) Aotiv:
by Global Witness.*® In October 2022, a short Piece iwlst
New York Times's climate newsletter “Climate For:: the
about why Latin America is so dangerous fo, envirardh
mental activists also cited Global Witness’s report s s
on February 26, 2023, the Los Angeles Times Publigp
an op-ed by Rafael Lozano and Anjan Sundaram, ab R
attacks on Mexican Indigenous communities ﬁghting :]‘;t
mate change that referenced Global Witness’s findjp, S;
Otherwise, the corporate media have largely ignoreq t};
Global Witness study about the deadly wave of assaulte
on environmentalists during the past decade. g
Project Censored previously covered the 2014 edition of
Global Witness’s report on the killing of environmental
activists, Deadly Environment, which was also signif.-
cantly under-reported by establishment news outlet in
the United States.s

Go to next page

d High as Top 01%
Earnings and WallStreet Bonuses Skyrocket
Jake Johnson, “All of Us Are Paying the Price’ as Corporate Profits Surge to Re-

cord-High s2 Trillion,” Common Dreams, August 26, 2022; republished as “Corporate
Profits Surge to an All-Time High of sz Trillion,” Truthout, August 26, 2022.

B4 STATE OF THE FREE PRESS 2024


Brianne Donaldson

Brianne Donaldson
Go to next page

Brianne Donaldson


ess, COTp

In the pfOC
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15 from the world’s poorest nat
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ABC) cBS, NBC, Fox News, and CNN—hay,
g0 ored this story. £

Read here

Economic Consequences of US Gun Violence

: “Far
Costlier” Than Previously Known
Eric Westervelt, “American Gun Violence Has Immense C
N::J Studies Find,” NPR, July 21, 2022. se Costs Beyond the Death Toll,

Student Researcher: Lauren Reduzzi (Drew University)
Faculty Evaluator: Mickey Huff (Diablo Valley College)

Gun violence costs Americans an astounding sss7 billion
per year in direct, indirect, and long-term costs, according
toa July 2022 study by gun-control advocacy group Every-
town for Gun Safety, reported on by NPR. Everytown’s
study, “The Economic Cost of Gun Violence,” firmly
stated, “America cannot afford gun violence.”
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As NPR jnurnaliﬁt Eric Wagtcfvclt detaile in 4
report, the #gs7 billion figure—t1oughly 2.6 percepy ¢ "

US gross domestic pmduct-*-lm’:'h.ldc? the _“i!’nrr;m‘a N

of a shooting such as the police response, iny,,.. "
nee services all the way to the long iy
health care costs: The analyﬁifi also includes cbfir”&;:c; ﬁ,;,;
[victims'] lost carnings, costs incurred by the crimiy, 5

tice system, the price of mental health care and oy, »

According to Westervelt, separate research publigj, ed
in the Annals of Internal Medicine documented 4 f,
fold rise in healthcare spending from 2008 through 2014
related to non-fatal injuries caused by guns* Togerp,,
Westervelt said, the two studies “underscore that ¢,
from firearm deaths and injuries are deepe,

repercussions : :
wider and far costlier than previously known.

The number of mass shootings in the United Stateg
has grown considerably in the past few years, In July
2022, the Gun Violence Archive, a nonprofit that tracks
shootings in the United States, reported at least 31
mass shootings in 2022 alone and more than twenty-two
thousand individuals whose lives were cut short by gun
violence.”

The enormous economic costs of gun violence impact
all Americans. According to the Everytown study, tax-
payers, survivors, families, and employers pay an average
of $7.79 million daily in health care costs.* American
taxpayers pay more than s30 million every day in police
and criminal justice costs for investigation, prosecu-
tion, and incarceration. And employers lose an average
of s1.47 million daily in productivity, revenue, and costs
required to recruit and train replacements for .victims of
gun violence, Overall, US society loses s1.34 billion daily
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uaury—of-lifc costs from the impacts of gun viol
& 5hwtin$ victi.ms and their families, The aﬂnu;)] (:Cl:)csct
fof cach resident in the country is about s1,698. However
ates with weaker gun laws and more gun-related injuries
snd fatalities suffet: more economically, with per capita
s for firearms violence double or more than in states
iy stronger gun restrictions.
[n addition to NPR, Time also reported the estimated
<57 billion total annual cost of gun violence in the United
Grates. The Time article referenced a special issue of the
medical journal JAMA on gun violence, which cited the
Eyerytown study as its source for the statistic.* Other
corporate News outlets have sometimes covered the eco-
nomic costs of gun violence but without citing the July
J022 Everytown study or its estimate of the astronomi-
cally high total cost of firearm violence.%*
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Derailment Furor Ignores Alarming Frequency of
Toxic Chemical Spills

Carey Gillam, “Revealed: The US is Averaging One Chemical Accident Bvery Two
Days,” The Guardian, February 25, 2033

Student Researcher: Julia Broberg (Frostburg State University)
Faculty Evaluatort Andy Duncan (Frostburg State University)
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