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“Platonists” refers to a thinker who bases their approach to reality significantly on Plato’s worldview or that of other Platonic philosophers. This included, among other things, Plato’s view that actual entities or phenomena (ball, goat, love, red) are imperfect instances of perfect transcendent ideas (ballness, goatness, loveness, redness, etc.)

Platonist views can vary greatly, with individuals adding their own interpretations and values over time. Aristotle was a student of Plato’s for about twenty years, so you can think of the figures here—Plutarch and Porphyry—as drinking from the same well as Aristotle, but coming later in history and making their own claims from Plato’s worldview.
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Notice too, how the Platonist views here are often emerging in debate with others. There is a real competition for which ways of living (not just thinking) are most conducive to pursuing the supreme and best philosophy?
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Starting here: Pay attention to the various Platonist arguments for not eating animals.
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Stop here; go to next page
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Start here; what are some competing views on animal rationality? 
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What do you think about these examples of animals’ using syllogism or cleverness?



Brianne Donaldson
Which of these examples of animals’ sense perception and emotion do you find most compelling?
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Stop here;
 go to next page
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stop here; go to next page
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start here
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→How does Plutarch use the figure of Gryllus the pig to describe how animals may have greater virtue than people? 



Brianne Donaldson
Reading complete, read the conclusion on next page if you like
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