
Case Study from Global Nonviolence Action Database (link here) 
REL 126 Topics in Jain Studies: Nonviolent Theories & Practices / Philos 117 
 
Let’s take a deep breath to activate our parasympathetic nervous system before reading. 
 
This database is run by Swarthmore College1 in Swarthmore, Pennsylvania, a liberal arts 
college with roots in the Religious Society of Friends, also called Quakers. Pennsylvania 
was named for Quaker convert William Penn who was gifted a track of land from King 
Charles II (of England). Pennsylvania was meant as a refuge for immigrating and new 
Quakers and a model society based on principles of religious tolerance, democratic 
governance, and fair—if paternalistic and assimilationist-- treatment of Native Americans. 
Penn’s focus on religious freedom influenced the First Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution.  
 
This assignment has 2 steps. 

• Step 1: Due Sunday 11/16 11:59pm 
• Step 2: Due Sunday 12/7 11:59pm 

  
Step 1:  

1. Choose TWO Case Studies from the database according to your interests. On the 
linked page, you can search “Cases” by subject tags or map location; you can also 
use keywords in the Search box.   

 

2. Familiarize yourself with the Coding Definitions page. You must read this in order to 
understand key terms in each case, including the “campaign success” scoring, and 
the interplay of violence and nonviolence in certain cases.  

3. Fill out the below worksheet 

 
1 From the College’s website: “Although [Swarthmore College] has been nonsectarian in control since 1908 
and Friends now compose a small minority of the student body, the faculty, and the administration, the 
College still values highly many of the principles of that society. Foremost among these principles is the 
individual's responsibility for seeking and applying truth and for testing whatever truth one believes one has 
found. As a way of life, Quakerism emphasizes hard work, simple living, and generous giving as well as 
personal integrity, social justice, and the peaceful settlement of disputes. The College does not seek to 
impose on its students this Quaker view of life or any other specific set of convictions about the nature of 
things and the duties of human beings. It does, however, encourage ethical and religious concern about such 
matters and continuing examination of any view that may be held regarding them.” Source: 
https://www.swarthmore.edu/interfaith-center/quaker-tradition-swarthmore 
 

https://nvdatabase.swarthmore.edu/
https://nvdatabase.swarthmore.edu/
https://nvdatabase.swarthmore.edu/index.php/content/coding-definitions-0


Step 1 Worksheet: Choosing 2 Cases for Comparison (20 points) (copy this into a document 
with your name and answer each element); submit by due date/time.  

Instructions: Please keep the text of the worksheet intact and insert your answers after each 
question in an alternate color with the correct letter/number for maximum clarity. Let’s take 
another deep breath! 

A. (1pt) The two case studies I have decided to compare are: 
• (1) Case study title and link 
• (2) Case study title and link 
B. (2pts) These two cases especially caught my attention for comparison, more than others I 

could have chosen, because ____________. Length: 1 paragraph single-spaced max. 
C. (0.5 pt) I have read the Coding Definitions page and I understand how these elements will 

help explain key concepts in my case study. INITIAL HERE: 
D. (2pts) (a) The classification of each of my chosen cases is (1)____ and (2)____. (b) Using 

the Three Applications of Nonviolent Action page, give a summary of what each of the 
three classification means/applies to generally (not specific to your cases yet); Length: 2-3 
lines max for describing each application. 

E. (1pt) (a) The success outcome of each of my chosen cases is (1)_______ and (2)_______. (b) 
Using the Coding Definitions page, I understand what these scores refer to. INITIAL HERE: 

F. (3pts) Cite each case using the How to Cite Cases example page. 
G. (3pts) Using this link, answer the following Q: The database defines nonviolent action in 

various ways. (1) Please list 2-3 definitions/portions of definitions that you find most 
compelling. (2) Note 1-2 elements that you feel are especially useful or clarifying in this 
definition; (3) Note 1-2 elements you feel need clarification or are currently missing. Note: 
The strongest answers will integrate 1-2 course concepts, examples, or terms into each 
answer for (2) and (3). Length: ½ page single-spaced max for these bullet point answer. 

H. (3pts) Using this link, answer the following Q: The database defines violence in a few 
ways. (1) Please list 1-2 definitions/portions of definitions. (2) Note 1 element you feel is 
especially useful or clarifying in this definition; (3) Note 1-2 elements that you feel need 
clarification or are currently missing. Note: The strongest answers will integrate 1-2 course 
concepts, examples, or terms into each answer for (2) and (3). Length: ½ page single-
spaced max for these bullet point answer. 

I. (3pts)(a) Summarize the diXerence between campaigns and movements using this link. 
(Length 3-4 lines max). (b) Please name an example of a movement and a campaign within 
that movement that we have explored together in any way this quarter.  

J. (0.5pt) If you have any logistical challenges or questions about what a category or 
dropdown menu means on your cases, please note that here and state how you plan to 
clarify that question in the next few days. If you have none, simply mark N/A (not 
applicable). 

K. (1pt) Consider taking a deep breath before completing this last step!) I have double-
checked that I’ve answered each section of this worksheet (A-K), and labeled the points 
and subpoints clearly in a diXerent color, and adhered to the length limits. INITIAL HERE: 

  

https://nvdatabase.swarthmore.edu/index.php/content/coding-definitions-0
https://nvdatabase.swarthmore.edu/content/three-applications-nonviolent-action
https://nvdatabase.swarthmore.edu/index.php/content/coding-definitions-0
https://nvdatabase.swarthmore.edu/content/how-cite-cases
https://nvdatabase.swarthmore.edu/content/nonviolent-action-defined
https://nvdatabase.swarthmore.edu/content/nonviolent-action-defined
https://nvdatabase.swarthmore.edu/index.php/content/campaigns-not-movements

