






Brianne Donaldson
The Ācārāṅga-sūtra (Sanskrit title) is the most ancient existing text in the Jain Śvetāmbara canon. The Digambara sect believes this āṅga text to be lost. Recall that āṅga means “limb” and ācāra means “conduct” so this refers to a central text (limb) describing mendicant conduct and the knowledge that will produce it. 

The word looks different on the adjacent page (âkârâṅga-sûtra) because the translator (Hermann Jacobi) was using an now-outdated transliteration style that was in style at the time. The text was originally written in Prākrit.  

This text has different layers that were compiled at different times. The first book seems to be compiled in the 6th–5th c. BCE.

I’ve made a few notes on the first few pages for your attention and provided an opportunity to stop on p. 7, though you are welcome to read more if you like. 


When you run into names you don’t know, don’t sweat it at present. Look for the wider context and meaning of sentences and sections. 

Brianne Donaldson
So this book begins as a lesson that two disciples (gaṇadharas) named Jambū and Sudharman, heard directly from Mahāvīra 
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Amidst the many different “truths” circling in society, one should know and follow the teachings of the fordmakers (Tīrtaṅkaras) as prerequisites for any progress 
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not “one all-soul” likely referring to the Hindu school of monism (called Advaita Vedānta); this text sets up the Jain metaphysical foundation as populated by a true multiplicity of living beings �

Brianne Donaldson
Much like the first Noble Truth of Buddhism—that life is characterized by physical and mental suffering—the lesson begins with the difficulty of embodied existence�
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The lesson here is offering a direct criticism of many ascetics generally, and Buddhists specifically
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the “houseless” ideal�
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Identify the 3 ways one can harm. This is an oft-repeated refrain in this excerpt; 
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Ouch! Who is this accusation being leveled at, do you think?  

Brianne Donaldson
Can you identify a sentence in this lesson that activates your mind or interest?
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