
Brianne Donaldson UCI
Hi all. Brianne here.

This text is considered a translation of a primary source; I’ve only included a short excerpt from the full text. Can you identify the translator?

I’ve included all of Book 1, but provide notes and questions only through the first half. You can optionally read the rest as you like. 



Brianne Donaldson UCI
Bekker numbers are the standard form of citing the works of Arisototle. 1252a (below) means that The Politics begins on p. 1252 of the Greek text of Aristotle’s works, edited by German philologist August Bekker.

Brianne Donaldson UCI
We are reminded again that Aristotle was a philosopher in the wide sense of antiquity, as one who sought to understand relations between biology, math, physics, astronomy,  logic, theology, poetry, art, psychololgy, economics, and, as in this book, the ideal state or political community, which he sees as exemplified by the Greeks.

Brianne Donaldson
Try to understand how Aristotle sees the relation between individuals, homes, communities, and the state.



Brianne Donaldson
The term “niggardly” here means stingy or miserly; in the U.S. there have been controversies over this word due to its phonetic closeness to a similar sounding racial slur. This term goes back to the Middle ages, long predating the slur. Here it is being used to describe a difference between women and servants, that some “Barbarians” (meaning non-Greeks) do not recognize, proving their own lack of reason.

Brianne Donaldson
What is the relation described here between humans and more-than-humans?



Brianne Donaldson
The state is here described as the best and highest form of natural order.

Brianne Donaldson UCI
How does the ox fit in the family order?
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Brianne Donaldson
“Man” attains his best end as a “political animal”; but what of those who lack a proper political state?

Brianne Donaldson
Why is “man” more of a political animal than other beings, according to Aristotle here? Try to identify at least two points of distinction?
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Brianne Donaldson
Aristotle is making some unique assertions here. What do you think of them? 

Brianne Donaldson UCI
What are the three relations that make up the household?



Brianne Donaldson UCI
Aristotle denies the view that the distinction between slave and freeman is manmade and not natural. 

What is Aristotle’s argument for the natural difference between slave and free here?
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Brianne Donaldson
What is Aristotle’s argument here about the “ruling” and “subject” duality?
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Brianne Donaldson UCI
Here Aristotle describes sone situations in which a slave may actually NOT be a slave; can you restate the circumstance?

Brianne Donaldson
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Brianne Donaldson
Hellenes = Hellenic/Greek peoples, are, according to Aristotle, different from “Barbarians”. The former may be captured in war, but are never slaves due to their right view of reality and natural leadership. The ladder are slaves to their natures, even if they are free.

Brianne Donaldson
SKIP AHEAD TO P. 13.
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Brianne Donaldson UCI
More natural differences in kind revealed 



Brianne Donaldson UCI

Brianne Donaldson UCI
Here Aristotle demonstrates how food is provided differently for different animals, leading to a fundamental statement of the role of plants and animals (and the spoils of war) for use by “man.”
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Brianne Donaldson UCI
Read on as you like or stop here

Brianne Donaldson
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